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Welcome to the VJA Marching Band Invitational participants, families and friends-

On behalf of Consolidated High School District 230, I would like to welcome you to this annual event,

which celebrates the hard work and dedication of students, Band Directors and Music Staff. As Bono

of U2 once said, “Music can change the world because it can change people.” Music moves us,

influences us and serves as the backdrop for the landmark moments in our lives. And those

inspirations can move people to positive change. This event captures how these students can inspire

others through their music and be agents of positive change in our communities.

At the heart of this event is our students: their dedication to their craft that they practice in and out of

the classroom is nothing short of amazing. What is not overlooked is the steadfast support that you,

the parents and families, provide. This showcase is a testament of your support. Other groups who

made this event possible are the VJA Music Parents’ Association, Building Grounds and Maintenance

Staff and the VJA Administrative Team. Without your support, this would not be the successful event

it is each year.

To all, good luck to the schools participating and thank you for your part in creating today’s musical

celebration.

Sincerely,

Dr. Robert J. Nolting

Superintendent

We empower young adults to impact their communities.



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
September 2023 
 
 
Welcome to the Victor J. Andrew High School Marching Bands Invitational. 
 
September 23, 2023, the VJA Marching Thunderbolts have the privilege of hosting 
the 8th annual VJA Marching Invitational.  This exceptional program invites music 
programs throughout the region to showcase their talents and skills. 
 
The Andrew Marching Band Invitational provides a unique event that unites high 
schools in both camaraderie and competition.  Students from all backgrounds have 
the opportunity to build confidence and gain valuable experience from 
demonstrating their personal abilities, working collectively as a team, and delivering 
award-winning performances. 
 
The Andrew Marching Band Invitational is excited to be hosting 22 Marching 
Bands from across the region. 
 
We welcome all attendees to our campus and hope that you will enjoy the 
performances of these very talented students. 
 
Thank you for your support and involvement in the Andrew Marching Band 
Invitational.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dr. Abir Othman 
Principal 
 

 
 



September 23, 2023 
Mark Iwinski, Director of Bands 

Attendees of the 2023 VJA MBI, 

I’m so glad you have decided to spend part of your Saturday with us here at VJA for our 
8th annual invitational. This year we host 22 bands from across the tri-state area and we are 
honored that the performing ensembles have chosen our contest to attend this weekend. 

Over a short period of time, this event has grown to one of the most well respected in the 
state of Illinois. It has grown from 12 bands in its first year to regularly hosting over 20 
ensembles. We also are proud of our outstanding evaluation panel that brings quality and 
pointed feedback to help bands grow not only in the current season but in their future. 

Band directors have the opportunity to meet one on one with the evaluators after their 
contest to have a conversation about that growth. What a benefit for all student 
performers! 

Today, over 2,000 outstanding student performers will take the field and give it their all. 
The idea that marching band is bigger than ones self is exemplar on the field here today. 
You will see students performing very difficult music and movements all while trying their 
best for themselves and their fellow performers.  

Marching band is the activity where you can cheer loudly for sections of shows that you 
like or that make you smile. I encourage you to give everything you have as an audience 
member back to these outstanding performers here today! Audience appreciation fuels 
their performance and makes it a magical experience for them.  

Once again, thank you for spending time here with us and we hope to see you again next 
year.  

Sincerely yours,  

Mark D. Iwinski

Victor J. Andrew High School Bands

708-342-5938      miwinski@d230.org       9001 W. 171st St. Tinley Park, IL 60487
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The invitaƟonal will be scored on Bands of America sheets. ClassificaƟon is based on band 
size. Awards are for placement first, second and third in each class, plus capƟon awards for 
Outstanding General Effect, Outstanding Musical Performance, Outstanding Visual 
Performance, Outstanding Percussion and Outstanding Auxiliary in each class. A grand 

champion, regardless of class, will also be named.
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TCBY     New Lenox, IL     (815) 687-8229

We’re here at the
Victor J. Andrew Invitational...

Treat yourself today!













280 E. Lincoln Hwy
New Lenox, IL  60451
708-719-1585

https://www.bourbonssmokehouse.com/

Hours: Sun, Wed & Thur 11-8PM
Fri & Sat 11-9PM
Closed Mondays & Tuesdays







Ewa 773-318-3383

Come to our
food truck
for delciousness!















BERNARD E. BRADY & ASSOCIATES, LTD.
CerƟfied Public Accountant

17407 South 67th Court     Tinley Park, Illinois 60477
(708) 532-6998
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